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AVESTAN_2
LINGUISTIC LAYERS IN THE EXTANT AVESTAN TEXTS:

OLD, MIDDLE AND YOUNG AVESTAN

Old Avestan : Y27.13, Y28.1-41,43-54.1
Sample: Y27.13

yada. ahii. vairiio. a¥d. ratus. asatcit. haca.
vanphsus. dazda. mananhé. SiiaoSanangm. anhdus. mazdai.
xSadromca. ahurai. a. yim. drigubiio. dadat. vastaram.

Middle Avestan (?) and Pseudo-Old-Avestan: Y11.17-13,3, Y14.1-2, Y27.14, 15,
Y28.0, Y35.1, Y42, Y56.1-5, Y58.1-8

Sample: Y12.1

naismi. daéuud. frauuarané. mazdaiiasno. zaradustris. vidaéuuo. ahura.tkaéso.
Staotd. amasangm. spantangm. yasta. amasangm. spantangm. ahurai. mazdai.

- = = = - . - v — - — o=V . -
vaghauué. vohumaité. vispa. vohii. cinahmi. asauné. raéuuaité. x arananguhaité.
ya.zi. cica. vahista. yenhé. gaus. yenhé. asom. yeghe. raocd. yenhé. raocabis.

—. V— —
roidfan. X adra.

Young Avestan
Sample: Y9.1

hauuanim. a. ratim. a.

haomao. updit. zara3ustram.

atram. pairi.yaozda3antom.
gadasca. srauuaiiantom.

adim. parasat. zaraSustro.

ko. nara. ahi. yim. azam.

vispahe. aphsus. astuuato.
sraéstam. dadarasa.

x"ahe. gaiiehe. X'anuuato. amasahe.
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Models

Model A (Meillet, Hoffmann, Tremblay, etc.)

Proto- East-lranian

/\

Old Avestan

Model B (de Vaan, etc.)

(M iddle| Avestan)

Young Avestan

Proto-East-Iranian

Old Avestan

Middle

Avestan

Young Avestan

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OLD AVESTAN AND YOUNG AVESTAN

Old Avestan Young Avestan
Phonetic
Final a,1. 0 Final a, i, u

Y27.13, yada, ahu

Fricativization of voiced oclusives:
Y9.2 stizioi, Y9.5 racdaéSuua, Y9.8 ayam,
Y9.24 aipistis

Bartholomae’s law:

D"D> DD"

a0gada < *hieng™"-to, Ved. 3.p.pl. 6hate
<* hleug(”)h-nt(o)h

a0rza <*hleu§
dazde <*d"éd hgl‘Ol Ved dhatté ()

No reflexes of Bartholomae’s law

aoxta < *h;eug™"-to

daste <*d"éd"hszoi

#rS > #oras
araS.vacah-, aras.uxoa-, araZaji-

#rsS > #ars
arsuxoa-, ars.vacah-, arsti- Ved. rsti-

-ah#> 3

-ah#> -0
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ya < *iah, v < *yah < *yos, k5 < *kah
<*Kk'0s, mazs <*maj"ah < *megh,05

vo < *iah, vo < *yah < *yos, ko < *kah
<*k*os

dm
domana- “house”, Y46.6 varadamgn

nm
nmana-

Morphological

Nominal morphology

Old ablative

drijo

haxmang

Ablative in —at for all flexions
anhaot (ahu-)

garoit (gairi-)

drujat

casmanat

barasman < *barasman-t

Dat.sg. thematic
-aii.a, cf. Ved. —aya

-ai

Pronominal morphology

acc. sg. na, va
g./dat. n3, va

acc./g./dat. no, vo

vispa-
n.pl. vispdanho
g.pl. vispangm

vispe, Ved. visve
vispaesqm, Ved. visvesam

instr.pl. of a-/i-
ais, Lat. s, OLat. eis < Hei-ois

aeibis, Ved. ébhik

Verbal morphology

1.p.sg. thematic

-a /(-ami): parasa, yasa, vaxsiia, etc, but
only Y44.7 auuamr

-a/-ani: xSaiia, tauud, zbaiia, but Y46.1
aiient, Y44.17 carani, Y28.3 ufiiani,
Y46.17 songhant

only —ami et —ani

Koranauuani, jasani, bauuani, apaiiasani,
etc.

[some subjunctives in —a, influence of the
OAVv.: Yt13.1 framrauua, Vr3.1-4 astaiia

Vanishing of the aorist

Middle Avestan Y11.17-13,3, Y58.1-8, Y56.1 (¢)

Old Avestan

Young Avestan

Phonetic

Final long vowels

Fricativization of voiced
oclusives:

Y12.4 yatiis, auuanhiiis
Y12.9 yongngm

-ah#> 3, dm>nm

Y11.18 va Y13.1 nmanahe, but Y58.1
Y12.3y5 dasmaide

-aj# in monosylables > 6i yenhe, but OAV. yehiia, | 9.59. ahé, OAV. ‘ahiia, but
Y12.2 moi, Y58.7 toi yexiiaca,, YAv. yahe Y12.4 kahiiacit

Y58.4 afayhaca, cf.
OAV. asaxiiaca, YAV.
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asaheca

Morphology

abl.sg. —at :
Y12.1 hazanhadca,
viuuapatca, Y58.2 thaésanhat

1.sg.ind & subj. —a
ind. Y13.3 astaiia
subj. Y12.3 xsta

Presence of the Aorist:
Y11.18 rahi
Y58.5 data
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