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Avestan is one of the oldest Indo-Iranian languages, closely related to the Vedic language in the Indo-Aryan family and with the Old Persian within the Iranian family.  It is attested in two variants: the Old Avestan and the Young Avestan. Recently it has been proposed the existence of a third variant: the Middle Avestan. In the course these variants are going to be presented and described. We will provide a short survey on the discussion about the existence of the Middle Iranian. Main focus of the presentation will be the phonology and morphology from a historical point of view and highlighting the issues that are more relevant for the Indo-European Comparative Linguistics. Nevertheless, other relevant researches of the last years concerning the transmission of the Avesta will complete the course. Reading of sample texts will accompany the lectures.
