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AVESTAN 4

NOMINAL MORPHOLOGY 2.
SOME ATHEMATIC STEMS

THE ROOT NOUNS
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TYPES SYNCHRONIQUES

- type 1: R@- in all cases, e.g. kahrp- ou druj-.
- type 2 : Ra-E-/Ra-Ea
= type 2a: Ra-E-/Ra-E/Ra-Ea (vac- : vaxs, vacim, vaco). 1E :6/o/e.
» -type 2b :Ra-E-/Ra-E/Ra-Ea (sar- : saram, saro). 1E : €/e/(e).
- type 3 : Ra-E-/ R@-Ea
- type 3a: Ra-E-/Ra-E-/R@-Ea (spa, spanam, siind)IE 6/0/0
- type 3b: Ra-E-/Ra-E-/R@-Ea (Yjan- : %a, %anan, °yno). IE €/e /@

- type 4 : Ra in all cases (mah- : md, mdnham, mdnho).

TYPE 1

R@- in all cases

kahrp-f. « body » (Ved. ki'p-), druj- f. « lie », vis- f. « clan » (Opers.vif-, Ved. vis-), baraz- adj.
« high » / f. « height ; mountain », , i§- f. « power »

sg. pl.
Nom. karafs
druxs Ved. drithah
Vis Ved. vit Ved. visah

bars<bors

OAv. daras® iso
Voc. druxs(V 19.1) Ved. druhah
Acc. kahrpam kahrpas-ca

drujim / drujam OAv.drujam, Ved.
driham
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visam Opers.vi@am,Ved. visam ViSO Ved. visah
barazoem
iSam
G. kahrpo (kahrpahe N 106) OAv. kahrpgm
drujo Ved. druhds Ved. druhdh
Viso Ved. visdh visgm Ved. visam
barazo
50
Dat. druje Ved. druhé
vise Ved. visé ViZibiio Ved. vidbhydh
Instr. kahrpa Ved. krpa
druja Ved. druha
visa Opers.vifa,Ved. visa Ved. vidbhih
isa
OAv. doraza
Abl. OAv. drujo )
drujat Ved. druhds vizibiic | Ved. vidbhydh
visat Ved. visdh
Loc. kahrpiia(postp. -a)
visi/ visiia(postp. -a) | Ved. visi Ved. viksu

TYPE 2

Type 2a

Ra-E-/Ra-E/Ra-Ea

ap- f. « water », vac- m. « word » (cf. Ved. vdc- f.), hac- in compounds like asis.hac- « qui
accompagne ASi », pad- m. « foot ».

sg. Dual pl.
afs apo Ved. dpah
Nom. vaxs Ved. vik Ved. vica vaco Ved. viacah
Ved. pat pdda Ved. pada Ved. padah
°haxs °haco
dpam, apam® apo, a1_9a€° Ved. apdh
vécim OAv.vdcam, Ved. vica (YAv.apo) | ved. vicah,
Acc. _ Ved. vicam pada Ved. pada Vacé- Ved. vacdh
pa_59m Ved. padam pado Ved. paddh
°hdcim _
°hdcas®
apo / apo Ved. apdh apgm Ved. apam
G. vaco (vaxsY 8.1), Ved. vacgm Ved. vacam
vacdh Ved. padam




Alberto Cantera - Avestan
Second Pavia International Summer School for Ido-European Linguistics
9-14 September 2013

Ved. paddh °hdacqgm
ape,apaé® - , _ Xej. adbhydh
ed. vacé ed.
pat Ved. padé - vagbhydh
padabiias®
Ved. apa Ved. adbhih
apa, apa® | Ved. vaca Ved. Ved. vagbhih
Instr. vaca Ved. pada vagbhyam Ved. padbhih
Ved.
padbhyam
Ved. apdh Ved. adbhydh
YAv.apat o
AbL Ved. vacdh V?d. ,
Ved. paddh Ved. vagbhydh
padbhyam
apaiia Ved. apstl
Loc. (postp. -a) Ved. vaci
Ved. padi Ved. padéh Ved. patst
Type 2b
sar- f. « union », spas- m. « spy » (Ved. spds-)
sg. pl.
Nom. spas Ved. spdt spasoé Ved. spdsah
Acc. saram
spasam Ved. spdsam Ved. spdsah
G. OAv. sar3, saré
Dat. saroi
Instr. °sara
Loc. sairi

Uncertaindam- m. « house » (Ved. ddm-), maz- adj. « big » (Ved. mdh-), gar- f. « welcome

song » (Ved. gir-)

sg. pl.
Nom. | OAv. mas$ Ved. gir Ved. girah,girah
Acc. Ved. giram OAv.garo, Ved. girah
G. garo Ved. giram
OAv. dang
Dat. | OAv. mazoi | Ved. mahé
OAv. gairé | Ved. giré
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Instr. °gara Ved. gira

- Ved. girbhih
Abl. | OAv. mazs | Ved. mahdh
Loc. dgmi OAv.dgm Ved. girsu

Notes:

Historically gar- belongs to the type 1. The full grade is the result of the development of rHC.: garé
<*gurH-és, Ved. gira< *g'rHéh;.

Instr. pl. :garobis is a variant of *garabis.

Type 3

Type 3a
Ra-E-/Ra-E-/R@-Ea

zam- f. « earth », zilam- m. « winter », suuan- m. « dog »,

sg. pl.
Nom. zd Ved. ksiih, gr. x0ov - cf. Ved. ksimah
ziid / ziids® zimo
spa Ved. $va spand / spanas® | Ved. $vanah
Acc. zqm Ved. ksiim zomas® of. Ved. ksih
ziigm
spdnam Ved. $vanam
G. zamo [zamas® | Ved. jmdh, ksmdh zamgm®
OAv. zimo YAv. zimahe
suno Ved. $tinah sungm Ved. $tinam
Dat. stne Ved. Stine
Instr. zamd Ved. jma
Ved. hima
Abl. zZamo
zomat /
zamaéda
Loc. zomé / zami | Ved. jmaya, ksaya / ksdmi
Notes:

The original flexion of zam is amphicinetic: nom. sg. *dhéghom-s : gén. sg. *d"ghmés.

The roriginal flexion of ziiam- ist, however, not to be determined, since the acc.sg. ziigmcould go
back to *ghiém-m (acc. sg. hysterocinetic, cf. lat. hiems) or to *g"(e)iom-m (acc. sg. amphicinetic, cf.

gr. XL®v).

Type 3b
Ra-E-/Ra-E-/R@-Ea

%an- adj. « who Kkills » (Ved. °hdn-), nar- m. « man » (Ved. ndr-)




Alberto Cantera -

Avestan

Second Pavia International Summer School for Ido-European Linguistics
9-14 September 2013

sg. Dual pl.
Nom. na Av.naro nara Ved. ndra naro(only YAv. | Ved. ndrah
%a, %d Ved. °hé nara)
%jand / °janas | ved.°hdnah
Voc. nara naro Ved. narah
Acc. naram Ved. ndram Ved. ndra OAv. narqgs, YAv. | Ved. nin
°janam Ved. °hdnam naras
jana Ved. °ghndh, °hdnah
G. Ved. ndrah nard nargm Ved. nardm
Ved. °ghndh °yngm Ved. °ghnam
Dat. naroi, naire | Ved. ndre narabiia narabiio Ved. nfbhyah
°yne Ved. °ghné (naruiio,
nuruiio)
Instr. nara Ved. nfbhih
Abl. narat narabiia narabiio Ved. nfbhyah
°ynat (naruiio,
nuruiio)
Loc. nairi Ved. ndri Ved. nisu
Notes

YAv. nar§ is regular from naras, cf. YAv. zaotars, Ved. hétur, asndtars, frabaratars

Most forms of nar- attested an unexpected full grade that is the only attested grade in

Vedic in the singular (dat. sg. naroi, naire, Ved. ndre ; g. dual nard ; g. pl. nargm, Ved.

naram).
For naruiio, nuruiio, cf.gaéfauuiio (Y9.8) et voiynauiio.
sg. Dual pl.
Nom. gaus *gwou-s | gauua | gveu-hie gauuo | g“eu-es
Ved.gduh Ved.gava Ved.gavah
Acc. ggm *gwou-m
/gaom | Ved.gam
G. gaus / gaos | *gveu-s | °gauud | g¥eu- hiés | gauugm | gveu-om
Ved.goh Ved.gdvam
Dat. gauue *gweu-éi
Ved.gdve
Abl. YAv. gaot
Instr. gauua g“eu-ehs gaobis | gweu-bhis
Ved.gdva Ved.gdbhih
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Type 4

Rain all cases

ah- nt. « mouth » (Ved. as-, *hzehis-, 1at. 0s), mah- m. « month; moon » (Ved. mds-,
<*mehin-s-)

sg. pl.
Nom. mds-ca mdnho
Acc. mdnham Ved. masam mdnho Ved. mdsdh
G. OAv. dnho Ved. asdh (abl.)
mdnho
Instr. dnha Ved. dsa

DERIVATED ANIMATEDU-STEMS

Complementary blibliography

Tremblay, X. (1998). "Sur parsui du Farhang-i-6im, ratu-, paratu- et quelques
autres themes avestiques en -u." Studia Iranica 27: 188-203.

STEMS WITH ZERO GRADE IN THE SUFFIX
ACCENTUAL TYPES IN INDO-EUROPEAN

- Proterocinetic: Ré-S-E/R-Sé-E
- Hysterocinetic: Ré-S-E/R-S-Eé

AVESTAN

In Avestan(like in Vedic) proterocinetic spread and hysterocinetic are vanishing. In fact, no word is
a pure hsytoricinetic. Among the noun that are occasionally histerocinetic we can mention: aphu-
« existence », pasu- « cattle », xratu- « ability, capacity», ratu- «articulation, ritual time », rasnu-
«Rasnu », paratu- « bridge », arazu- « right, straight ».

Singular
Nom. anhus -us< *-us < -us Ved.krdtuh
anhuuo -uuo< *-au
Voc. o
mainiio
Acc. ahum -am< *-um Ved.krdtum
G PC OAv. (YAv) -5us [ -aos Ved.krdtoh
anhaus, < *-aus
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YAv. rasnao$
arazuuo -uuo< *- uah< *-uas Ved.krdtvah
He ra6fo
PC aphauue -auue < *-quai Ved.krdtave
Dat. HC anvhe, xrape, -uue< *uai Ved.krdtve
zoisnuiie
P I 5 R
pouruua, xra@fa | -uua<* ua Ved.krdtva
Abl. YAv. agphaot -aot< *-gut v.p. babirauv
- [ewhws  [owo<rar |
aphauua -auua < *-au+ postp - | v.p. dahayauva
Loc. a
vaghau -qu< *-3u Ved.pasdu
Ved.vdsau
Dual
anhu ~u<*-a Ved.vdsa
Nom.-acc.
G. aphuud -uud <*-uuah
ahubiia -ubiia <*-ubia
Dat.-instr. bazubiia,
bazufe
Loc. aphuuo -uuo<*uuau
Plural
Nom. | PC ratauuo -auuo < *-auas Ved.rtdvah
HC
Voc. pasauuo -auuo< *-guah
pasus -US< *-uNs$ Ved.pdsun
Acc.
_ [pasws  [owo<tuah  [Vedpaivlp |
aphunam -ungm< *-unam Ved.vdsianam
G pe pourungam
HC
Dat. pasubiio -ubiio< *-ubiah Ved.pasibhyah
Instr. yatus -us< *-ufis< *-ubis Ved.krdtubhih
vaphusu *-usu Ved.bahtisu
Loc. Jafnusuua +postp. -a OPers.dahyusuva
pasus.huua
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STEMS WITH FULL GRADE IN THE SUFFIX OR STEMS IN DIPHTHONG

singular
dafhus; -us< *-us < -us Ved.ddsyuh
Nom. nasus
*-quam
full
Acc.
nasaum, *-quam OPers.dahyaum,
length. parasaum, dahyavam
aranaum
nasum, Ved.ddsyum
Zero dakiitim
PC dafhdus -3us [ -aos Ved.d4syoh
G. < *-aqus
length. nasauuo
Dat. dafjhauue -auue < *-quai Ved.ddsyave
Abl. dafphaot -aot< *-aut
Loc. dafiho, dafhuuo(< -uuo < *-au cf. Ved.ddsyav-i
*dahiau)
Notes:

The acc.sg. distinction between full /lengthened grade does not reflect a different diphthong in IE as
we would expect, but shows a secondary distribution (s. Cantera, A. "The accusative of the i- and u-
stems with presuffixal full or large grade in Avestan”, Iranian languages and texts from Iran and
Turan, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2007, pp. 9-20, available in

http:

ada.usal.es

ages/acantera publications)

daxiidm: -%-instead - fh- (< *hi) because of the nasal in the ending, cf. g.pl. da%iiungm

Nom.

length.

Voc.

Acc.

Plural

OPers.dahayava,
Ved. ddsyavas

nasus, -GS< *-uN§ Ved.ddsyin
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Avestan

dahhus
-quuo< *-3uah n.pl. *-guah
length. OPers.dahayava
dakiiungm, | -ungm<*-dnam Ved.ddsyianam
G PC o
nasungm OPers.dahayinam
Dat. dabhubiio | -ubiio<*-ubjah Ved.ddsyubhyah
DERIVATED INANIMATED U-STEMS
IE
Poterocinetic : R6-S(-E)/R@-Sé-E
Amphicinetic: R6-S(-E) /R@-S@-Eé
AVESTAN
Proterocinectic
«wood » singular
Nom.-acc. dauru Ved.daru
G. draos Ved.droh
« Kknee »
Acc.sg. znum (for *zaniim)
Abl.pl. Znubiias®
Hysterocinetic
« life span » singular
Nom.-acc. aiiu Ved.dyu, IE *h20i-u
G. yaos Ved. yoh, IE * hzi-eu-s
Dat. yauuoi, yauué
Instr. yauua
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