Evolutionary approaches to Indo-European linguistics.
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In this course I will give a broad overview of how quantitative phylogenetic methods are used to infer linguistic and social processes in the (pre)history of the Indo-European language family and its speakers. Lecture 1 will discuss how phyogenetic methods can be used to infer language histories that include time and place, and how the results of these phylogeographic methods can be reconciled with what is known from traditional historical linguistics. In Lecture 2 we will introduce "Galton's Problem", and examine how historical linguistics is — or at least should be — central to linguistic typology and the understanding of linguistic diversity and disparity. Case studies will include semantic variation in a number of different domains (incl. body part and colour names) as well as word order typology. The 3rd Lecture will treat quantitative approaches to Indo-European areal linguistics and reticulate models of language change. The course will end with a practical session on quantitative methods. 
