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AVESTAN _3

NOMINAL MORPHOLOGY 1

CATEGORIES
Number: singular, dual, plural

Cases: nominative, vocative, accusative, genitive, dative, ablative, locative

Gender: masculine, feminine, neuter

dsvasya

-a<*-é /-6

Instr. | aspa (aspda®) | OPers. kara, Ved. dsva
[cf. Ved. -ena)
aspat s
- < *_o-
Abl. (aspaat®), at<*-o0-0(d)

Ved. dsvat

THE THEMATIC FLEXION
Singular Dual Plural
masculine neuter masculine neuter masculine neuter
Nom. -a-s>-0 (-as®) | -a-m>-am | -a (-a°) -e -a -a (-a°)
Voc. -a -a -a (-a°) -e -a -a (-a°)
Acc. -a-m > -am -a-m>-am | -a (-a°) -e -q/-3 -a (-a°)
Gen. -a-he > -ahe -aiid -angm
Dat. -ai (-aé®) [OAv. -aii.a] -aéibiia / -abiia -aéibiio / -aéibiias®
Instr. -a (-a°) -aéibiia / -abiia -ais
Abl. -at (-aéa with post.) -aéibiia / -abiia -aéibiio / -aéibiias®
Loc. -e (-aiia with post.) -aiio -aésu
Singular Dual Plural
g < *-0<*0-
_ -6 < *-ah < *-as asroswo aspa, Ved. dsvah
Nom. aspo ) L. aspa hi o 1 - .
OPers. martiya, Ved. dsvah L. aspdnho Ved. dsvasah
Ved. dsva
Voc. aspa Ved. dsva aspa Ved. dsva aspa
-a<* 0<*o0- as
OPers. martiyam, Ved. a ° ° pqo L,
Acc. aspam Gévam aspa h; (aspgs®), Ved. dsvan
Ved. dsva aspa
OAv. ahurahiia | -ahe < *-ahie < -ahiia <
Gen asaxiiaca *-ahfa < *-asja
' OPers. martiyahyad, Ved.
YAv. aspahe

-aéibiié < *-aib"ias

aspaéibiio L,
p Ved. dsvebhyah
aspais -ais < *-ois
P Ved. dsvaih
sy s -aéibiié < *-aib"ias
aspaéibiio

Ved. dsvebhyah
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aspe -e<t-al
Loc. p ” OPers. Madaiy, Ved. dsve
aspana OPers. dastaya
Notes

Abl.sg. -dat-ca, e.g. yasndatca. Before haca , shortening of the —at: nmdnat.haca. Exceptions :
asdat.haca, : barafriidat.haca, yaoZda@riiat.haca, hukairiiat.haca

N.pl.: collective
Acc.pl.: distribution -g, -gs-ca (after i, m) et -3, -3s-ca (after k, 6, r) < *-a-ph- < *-a-ns < *-ons (cfr. Ved.

-an, -ams-ca)

aspaésu,
aspaésuua

-aésu < *-oisu
Ved. dsvesu
OPers. Madaisuva

G. pl. : -angm < *-anaam, therefore shortening of -anam > -anam. Exception masiiangm (because of

the -ii-)

Stems in -ia : masiia- m. « man » et paoiriia- « first »

Singular Dual Plural
masculin neutre masculin neutre masculin neutre
Nom. masiio masiia paoiriie masiia, paoiriia
masiidnho
masiia masiia paoiriie masiia paoiriia
masiia paoiriie masiiq paoiriia
(masiigs®)
masiiaiid masiiangm
Dat. masiiai masiiaéibiia masiiaéibiio
Instr. masiia masiiaéibiia masiidis
AbL masiiat masiiaéibiia masiiaéibiio
Loc. masiie masiiaiio masiiaésu
Notes:
a>e /y,ii_Ci, ii, & OAv. yeidi, Av. yesniia-, Av. i@iiejah-.
am>im /] c,j,Z _:yima < *jama- < *jama- (Ved. yama-)
Stems in -ua
Singular Dual Plural
masculine neuter masculine neuter masculine neuter
Nom. | hauruuo hauruua hauruua hauruua
Voc. hauruua hauruua hauruua hauruua hauruua
Acc. hauruua hauruua
hauruuahe hauruuaiid hauruuangm
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Dat. hauruuai hauruuaéibiia hauruuaéibiio
Instr. hauruua hauruuaébiia hauruuadis
Abl. hauruuat hauruuaébiia hauruuaéibiio
Loc. Shauruue hauruuaiio hauruuaesu
Notes:

*-yam > *-yam > -tim. [on this problem you might read Avestan_3b]
Iranian mss —-um/-um , Indian mss. -iim-. Distribution of the Iranian mss. :
-um after two consonants: xstim (Y9.21, V4.19, 4.23, 5.29), sriim (V9.14 [3x], 16.6) and dadriim

(v9.11)

- pourum, Orisum, caBusum, etc.
Quiie# < *Quaj :

N.-acc.dual : duiie <*duai, uiie <**uyaj < *ub"aj, sruiie <*¢ruHaj

Dat. u-themes: OAv. aghuiié (cf. YAv. apvhe), zoisnuiie “atremble, shaky”, °tanuiie <*tanuHaj, °buiie

< *bhuyHaj

1.p.sg. med. °mruiie < *mluHaj, susruiie (Yt17.17) < *¢u-clu-aj (perf.), Sstuiie <*stuaj
but loc. 2hauruue (in compounds), Oisruue (Y11.7)
(7) V8.10 zamoistuue (zamdoistuua-), zarstuue (zarstuua-)

The case of the nouns in -ajua-

[ranian Indian Mihraban | combined other Pahlavi | Yasna
Sades Sades Yasna mansucripts Sanskrit
aéuua- oiium oim oim | ------ oim | -
(disyllables)
haoiia- hoiium hoim L T e e
haoiia- + °ca hoiiumca hoiiimca | hoiiimca | hoiiumca/ hoiiimca / héiiumca /
hoiitimca hoiiumca hoiiimca
vidaéuua- vidoiium vidoiium vidoiium | vidoiium/ vidoiium vidoiium/
(trisyllables vidoiium vidoiium
or+)
haraéuua- haroiium haroiium | haréiiim | -----

Cf. daéuua- acc. daéum
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THE ATHEMATIC FLEXION: THE NON-APOPHONIC A-STEMS

daénaiiai

OAv.

Ved.
priydyai

daénaiid
daénaiiat
Loc. daénaiia Ved.
priydyam,
OPers.

Endings
singulier duel pluriel
Nom. -a -e -d(s°)
Voc. -e/-a -e -d(s%)
Acc. -gm <-am -e -d(s°)
G. -aiid(s®)- < -aias -aiid < -ajas -angm
Dat. -aiiai -abiia -abiio (-abiias®)
Instr. -a/ -aiia -abiia -abis
Abl. OAv. --aiid(s°) -abiia -abiio (-abiias®)
-arat
Loc. -aiia -aiid < -ajas -ahu [ -ahuua < -asu, -asua
singular dual plural
Nom. daéna <-a daéne
Ved. priyd,
Opers.
hajnd <-as
Voc. daena <-aj daéne Ved. priyds,
daéne/ Ved. pr:l'ye <ai L, daénd pri;;"sfi]s,
- — — Ved. priyé o
Acc. daengm <-am daéne OPers. stiing,
Ved. aniya
priydm,
OPers.
taumam

daénabiio -abhjas,
Ved.
priyabhyas
daénabis Ved. priydbhis
daéenabiio -abhjas,
Ved.
priyabhyas
daéndhu / < -asu, -asua
daénahuua Ved. priyasu,
OPers.
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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

Skjeervg, P. 0. (2007). Avestan and Old Persian Morphology. Morphologies of Asia and
Africa. A. S. Kaye, Eisenbrauns: 853-940. Avestan_3a

[Very complete description of the Avestan morphology. Don’t distribute to third persons
without permission of the author]

Cantera, A. On Avestan text criticism (2): the accusative singular of the Ui- and ua-stems in
the long liturgy [paper in press not to be quoted elsewhere.] Avestan_3b
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