23rd September 2014


Handout – Lesson 1
1. I am a citizen of a country with no agreed colloquial name. 

Bernard Crick (1991)

2. As long as the various peoples lumped together under the heading “English” accept this, let us use it. When they start to object we call them Irish or even Scotch. It really does not matter. Everyone knows what we mean whether we call our subject English history or British history. It is a fuss over names, not over things. 

A. J. P. Taylor (1975)

3. It can be said of the English in Britain, as wags say of the Catholics in Heaven, that they think they are the only ones here. 

Conrad Russell (1993)

4. We live in a State with a variety of titles having different functions and nuances – the U.K. (or “Yookay”, as Raymond Williams relabelled it), Great Britain (imperial robes), Britain (boring lounge-suit), England (poetic but troublesome), the British Isles (too geographical), “This Country” (all-purpose within the Family), or “This Small Country of Ours” (defensively-Shakespearian). 

Tom Nairn (1994)
5. When the Oxford History of England was launched a generation ago, “England” was still an all-embracing word. It meant indiscriminately England and Wales; Great Britain; the United Kingdom; and even the British Empire. Foreigners used it as the name of a Great Power and indeed continue to do so. Bonar Law, a Scotch Canadian, was not ashamed to describe himself as “Prime Minister of England”, as Disraeli, a Jew by birth, had done before him . . . Now terms have become more rigorous. The use of “England” except for a geographic area brings protests, especially from the Scotch. They seek to impose “Britain” – the name of a Roman province which perished in the fifth century and which included none of Scotland nor, indeed, all of England. I never use this incorrect term... “Great Britain” is correct and has been since 1707. It is not, however, synonymous with the United Kingdom, as the Scotch, forgetting the Irish (or, since 1922, the Northern Irish), seem to think. Again the United Kingdom does not cover the Commonwealth, the colonial empire, or India. Whatever word we use lands us in a tangle.

A. J. P. Taylor (1965)

