HISTORICAL FACTS OF THE 1940s − 1950s: WWII
(we only take into account those facts that symbolically relate to issues of cultural and national identity) 

· 1939: Beginning of WWII, Great Britain immediately declares war.

· 1940, 8th May: N. Chamberlain resigns as Prime Minister and the Wartime Coalition Government is headed by W. Churchill who delivers his famous "Blood, toil, tears, and sweat" speech;
· 1940, 9th July: Battle of Britain begins: at that time Great Britain is the only nation left unconquered. The German Army takes action by continuous bombing and occupying the airspace. The event inspires Churchill's famous speech:

The Battle of France is over. I expect that the Battle of Britain is about to begin. Upon this battle depends the survival of Christian civilization [cross-references to religion and the Psalms]. Upon it depends our own British life, and the long continuity of our institutions and our Empire [and the British Commonwealth]. The whole fury and might of the enemy must very soon be turned on us. Hitler knows that he will have to break us in this island or lose the war. If we can stand up to him, all Europe may be freed and the life of the world may move forward into broad, sunlit uplands [Britain as world leader].

But if we fail, then the whole world, including the United States, including all that we have known and cared for, will sink into the abyss of a new dark age made more sinister, and perhaps more protracted, by the lights of perverted science. Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves, that if the British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say: This was their finest hour.

· 1940,15th Sept: despite the continuity of the attacks, the RAF claims victory over the Luftwaffe ("Battle of Britain Day"). This was the first defeat of the Germans in WWII. 
· 1940, 7th Sept.: The Blitz: 57 consecutive nights of sustained strategic bombing on London (267 days on other British cities). The attacks did not affect in any significant way the war industry and economy nor induced the British people into surrender. 
· 1945: WWII is won. Labour C. Attlee wins the general election and promotes the Welfare State, founds the National Health Service, introduces the nationalisation of utilities, promulgates the British Nationality Act for Commonwealth citizens, on the wave of the spirit of solidarity after the conflict.
HISTORICAL FACTS OF THE 1940s − 1950s: DECOLONIZATION AND THE BREAK-UP OF THE EMPIRE
(we only take into account those facts that symbolically relate to issues of cultural and national identity)

· 1921: Irish Free State, becomes a dominion (semi-autonomous).
· 1931: The British Commonwealth of Nations is formed: dominions (Canada, Australia, IFS, South Africa) are now "equal in status, in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of their domestic or external affairs, though united by common allegiance to the Crown"
· 1945: Following the long-time claims of anti-colonial movements, Britain adopts a policy of peaceful disengagement from its colonies > disruption of the British Empire 

· 1947: Independence of India, "The Jewel in the Crown". Enoch Powell, later to become a prominent conservative politician and a champion of xenophobia, widely advocated with Churchill that England should not let go of India for the sake of its own self-image. 
· 1948: the British Nationality Act creates the status of "Citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies" (CUKC) as the national citizenship of the U K and its colonies.
· 1956: Suez Canal Crisis: Egypt nationalizes the Suez Canal, which was Britain's last imperial outpost and granted a pre-eminent position in the Middle East. Britain, together with France, tries to make an attack but is defeated > perceived as a symbol of further decline
· 1957: Birth of the European Community and of a Common Market, but the UK will not join until 1973.

· 1958: first xenophobic demonstrations at Notting Hill Gate, London.
TEXT ANALYSIS:

· IDEATIONAL level: the idea − message, ideology, narrative ​− that the 'author' wants to convey (in Churchill, images of strength, firmness, determination,...)
· INTERACTIONAL level: the address to the reader/interpreter: 


a) the kind of relationship that the author wants to establish with the audience (i.e. "Dear friends" communicates proximity and peer-to-peer equality);

b) the kind of reaction that the author wants to elicit from the addressee (Churchill's aim was to raise the British people's morale, foster their sense of national pride, gain public consent). 

· TEXTUAL level: the level of formal construction (rhetorical devices of internal cohesion):

a) lexical cohesion: repetition of actual words or grammatically-related items; synonymy; antonymy (opposition); comprehensive semantic field;


b) grammatical cohesion: reference (i.e. use of pronouns); ellipsis; conjunction.
