HISTORICAL FACTS OF THE 1980s

· 1979: Margaret Thatcher is elected as Prime Minister for the Conservative party; she will be the longest serving Prime Minister in 20th-century Great Britain, governing from 1979 till 1990.

· 1981: British Nationality Act, created two separate British citizenship and British Overseas citizenship; it also modified the application of jus soli in British nationality so that it was necessary for at least one parent of a UK-born child to be a British citizen or "settled" in the UK as a permanent resident.
· 1982: Falkland Islands War, following the occupation of Argentina of this British dependency, the UK reacted with an assault that lasted 74 days and ended with the return of the island to British control. This was hailed as a comeback of British imperial power and boosted Thatcher's decreasing popularity in 1983 general election.
· 1988: Immigration Act, removed the obligation of immigration rules to preserve the status of Commonwealth citizens settled in the UK and their wives and children, to enter and remain in the UK; ensured that only one wife of a polygamous marriage had a right to enter; introduced the offense of overstaying.
· 1988: Education Reform Act, introduced the national curriculum. a) education was centralized and conformed to one single standard; b) according to this standard the fundamental subjects were mathematics, English and history, which was 'rewritten' from a Conservative perspective; c) State funding was related to productivity: education was made corporate, utilitarian and functional; d) advantages were given to technical colleges and professional schools, since pragmatism was deemed more worthy and useful than intellectual speculation.
MARGARET THATCHER, THE 'IRON' LADY − "There is no such thing as society"
· W. Churchill's idea of community was based on concepts of mutual help and collective effort; E. Powell's was based on fellowship, that is, a sense of shared values and common tradition. 

· Thatcher's speech was aimed at attacking the Welfare State, introduced in 1948 by Labour Prime Minister C. Attlee on the wave of post-war solidarity, a system of Government grants for those unable to provide for themselves.
· Attlee's measure, together with the nationalisation of industries which could provide more job opportunities than private enterprise, was introduced for the benefit of the working-classes that lived in Scotland and in the peripheral regions and that also were Labour voters. 
· Labour idea of society was based on the principles of equality of opportunity, equitable distribution of wealth and public responsibility towards the destitute; English voters, on the contrary, identified with the Conservative values and with the idea of society expressed by Thatcher.
· Her paradoxical statement introduces her strong idea of society based on individualism and on the freedom to act as one likes in the respect of others' liberties. 
· One of her techniques of speech is to reverse the usual meaning of words to create strong, paradoxical and often shocking concepts. In this particular instance "society" is intended as a synonym of Welfare State, which she identifies as an invention of the Labours: "society" in this sense does not exist, it is mere dependency and parasitical living off other fellow citizens' work.  
· G. Orwell also expressed a similar yet different idea of individualism when talking of the privateness of the English: his was a Socialist point of view, so that, "The liberty of the individual is still believed in, almost as in the nineteenth century. But this has nothing to do with economic liberty, the right to exploit others for profit. It is the liberty to have a home of your own, to do what you like in your spare time, to choose your own amusements instead of having them chosen for you from above" but " [in] the respect for constitutionalism and legality, the belief in ‘the law’ as something above the State and above the individual."

·  This testifies to the fact that, regardless of political positioning, the individual's liberty and privacy have always been perceived as 'national characteristics of the English', and have later become a hallmark of Conservative policy in counterpoint to the 'British' bent that the Labour chose to bring forward.
· Thatcher's measures entailed the total or partial privatisation of British public services and industries that had one been nationalized: this meant a blow to the concept of a united British nation, since whereas State control stood for unity and centrality, retreat of the State meant fragmentation and competition. 

· The Welfare State was reduced (though the plan was to dismantle it). These measures made the Conservative party even more 'English', since Scotland and the rest of Great Britain had always identified with the ideology implied in State intervention.
· Funding for culture was also cut down: Universities, the British and the Arts Council suffered from shortage of financial support; the same for the BBC that was seen as adverse, while the creation of private TV channels was promoted to contrast its primacy. 
ENGLISHNESS ACCORDING TO THATCHER

· The economic system and the ideology that came with it also reflected in the type of identity she promoted: the values of Englishness were linked to private enterprise, self-interest, personal wealth and the right to consume, individualism and competition.

· Her Methodist background (the evangelical, puritan branch of the Anglican Church) also valued personal success: free will in God's prevenient grace meant that anyone's course of life was the consequence of personal choice, so that poverty and destitution did not depend on social adverse conditions that prevented one's success but on ill will (if you are poor it's your fault, not society's).
· Methodist code of conduct also coincided with the Victorian values that were the cultural heritage of the English: honesty, hard work, simplicity, religious morality, charity (but only for the sick and the handicapped, who were unable to work) − her quotation of St Francis of Assisi on the day she entered 10, Downing Street were programmatic of this set of values. Also, tradition, continuity with the past, unchanging institutions and authority. 
· As a consequence of her Victorian education, the imagery that she clung to and promoted was that of Empire and of past imperial splendour.
