SALMAN RUSHDIE

· Born in Bombay, India, in 1947, in a Cambridge-educated, Muslim family, he moved to Great Britain when he was 14 years old as a naturalized British citizen. He attended grammar school in Rugby and graduated in history at King's College, University of Cambridge.
· He became famous with his novel Midnight's Children (1981) on the independence of India from the British Empire, and The Satanic Verses (1988) which, among other things, deals with issues of identity both in terms of mimicry and in terms of cultural contamination. Because of some references to Islam and the Muslim prophet Muhammad in this novel, he was accused of blasphemy: Ayatollah Khomeini proclaimed a fatwa, a formal execution, which also led to a spread of violence against those associated with the book.
